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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wrigley Mansion 1s a beautiful and costly residence of stone,
brick, snd terrs cotta, in a revival style bused on the lute
Italisn renalssance, The main lines form a rectanculsr block avout
Wiy by 72 feet, thrree stories, with a low hipsed roof, Two-story
beys preject on both street frorts; the scuth bay 1s flunked to the
east by a two-story entrance and sun porch, to the west by a round
conservutory; there 18 a carrlsge entrance on the norih.

The elevations are rottled oranze brick and terrs colta over a srey
stone base. A richly textured effect is obtaincd from the window
surrounds, corner qucins, and large swas panels between the top-story
windows, Elaborate wrouzht-iron irim al windows and perches add to
the unusually rich effect. Roof and downspoubs are copner which ras
weachered tc a pale blue-preen in pleasing contrast to the orange
masonry. Above the hcavy terrse cotts cornice a line of copper fleur-
de~1is enliven the skyline.

The house is cf fully fireproof construction with steel beams,
tile arches and partitions.

There are at least 15 large rooms. These include, on the first floor,
a recepbion ball 17 feet by 20, a 1ibrary 1LxZé, snd a dinins room
16229, the conservatory lyinz next the dinin: room; on thr sacond

Tfloor, five lsrze bedrooms and bhree siitinz-rooms; on the third floor,
a dancing-room 35x32 and a parlor. The basement has a billiard room.

With 1ts verious projections the house fits Fairly close to the

north, east, and south lin<s of the orizinul property. A driveway
passes zlons the rnorth line, throush the carrisje entrarce, and around
the west side of the house to the olher street, In the northvest
corner of the property stands a large three-stery bricx garage adout

30x55.

The exterior, and reportedly the interior as well, apoears to be in
very nsariy original condition and generally well maintrined.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The krigley Mansion is a leading examrple of gophiszticated {(and costly)
renaissance revivsl residential architecture. Fine materials,
fundamentally simple form enlivened by severel projections and a rich
surface play of color and texture give it a rare distinction.

At the time of construction Schmidt was FPresident of the Chicagzo
Arehitcctural Glub. His firm is renowned today for several recozrized
architectural landmarks in Chicazo, including the Madlener nouse, the
Schoerhofen Brewery, the Chapin & Sore Rullding, the Dwizht suilalng,
and several bulldinzs for lontzomery ward., Schmidl was an American
pioneer in the use of concrete construction and in this conncction

the fully fireprcof construction of the wrigley Fension, very unusual
gt the dste, is noteworthy.

Lake View Avenue faces Lincoln Park. Attrition of its original row of
mensions and erection of many hijgt-rise spartments has sccented ond
emphasized the dislinction and guality of the sricley lansgion untll
today it 1s an especially valued rernant of the city'!s architectural
and cultural heritaze. Furtherrore, the bloeir of Arlinzten Place west
from Lake View is an exceptionelly fine stresctscspe wilithout any
intrusions except at the corners, and the marsion anchors this
cutstandins block ard marks it for strollers or users o the park.

Joseph Theurer {1852-1913), for whom the house was built, was a
popular and highly respected leader of Thicajo's larse Jerman-American
coenmunity, and President of the Schoepnhoelen brewery.

Since 1910 the house has been in the srigley fTamily. william wrigley, Jr
(1861-1632) arose from humble circumstunces to be one of America's rost
famous men of comnerce, with a great gift for prowotion., wrigley <Lum is
known all over the werld. The wrizley nume 1s perpetuated in Chicejo by
Wrizley Field, home of the baseball Cubs (controlled by the wrlzleys
since 19lo), and by the wWrigley Zuilding on jlchizon Avepue, a bold
speculation wiicih bejsn the redewlopment now called the "Manificent Mile
In California the Wrigleys are remembered as the owners of Catallna Islan
and as prominent winter resicents of FPeasadena who guave thelr Orange drove
Avenue mansion to the Tournament of Roses in 1900 for its headquarters,
About 1921 William Wrigley sold the Lake View mansion to his son Ihilip K
A {1894~1977), nationally famous bascball magnate who never installed 1light
at Wrigley Field, and brilliant bdusinessman who nultiplled his inherited
fortune many times over,
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